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SUBJECT: INDO-NEPAL TRADE AND TRANSIT TREATY TALKS 

1 . GOI HAS RELEASED LETTERS BETWEEN GOI AND GON EXPLAINING THAT 
THE SECOND ROUND OF TALKS ON IDO-NEPAL TRADE AND TRANSIT TREATY 
WILL START 

IN KATHMANDU ON AUGUST 21 AND LAST ABOUT ONE WEEK. P.N. 

ALEXANDER, FOREIGN TRADE SECRETARY IN MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, 

WILL LEAD THE GOI DELEGATION. INDIA HAS AGREED TO AN EXTENDION 
OF THE PRESENT TREATY WHILE THE TALKS ARE STILL IN PROGRESS. 

ACCORDING TO M. RAGOSTRA, INDIAN AMBASSADOR IN KATHMANDU, 

GON FOREIGN SECRETARY BHATT CONVEYED THE THE DESIRE OF THE NEPALESE G 
OVERNMENT TO 

CONCLUDE THESE TALKS DURING THE NEXT ROUND. IF THEY ARE SUCCESS- 
FUL, GON MINISTER FOR INDUSTRY ANDCOMMERCE GURUNG WILL COME 
TO NEW DELHI FOR FORMAL SIGNING OF THE NEW TREATY. 

2. NEPALESE COUNSELOR RANA CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF THE ACCURACY 
OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS AS REPORTED IN THE INDIA PRESS AUGUST 11. 

HE WAS MORE DEFINITE ABOUT THE DURATION OF THE SECOND ROUND: 
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AUGUST 21-28. RANA NOTED THAT THE GOI WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
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DELAY IN THE RESUMPTION OF THESE TALKS BECAUSE (HE THOUGHT) 

THE GOI WOULD EXPERIENCE LESS PRESSURE AFTER THE CONCLUSION 

OF THE NONALIGNED CONFERENCE IN COLOMBO. HE WAS SOMEWHAT AFRAID THAT 

THE GOI MIGHT TAKE A HARD LINE AT THE SECOND ROUND, 

BUT GENERALLY HE WAS HOPEFUL THAT A DRAFT AGREEMENT COULD 
BE REACHED THEN. RANA SAID THAT THE MAJOR STUMBLING BLOCK 
FROM THE INDIAN SIDE HAD BEEN THE NEPALESE DESIRE FOR TWO 
SEPARATE TREATIES, BUT THAT THE GON HAD WITHDRAWN THIS REQUEST. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE NEPALESE HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING 
THE GOI TO EXTEND THE PRESENT TREATY (IN CONTRAST TO LAST TIME 
IN 1970-71 WHEN IT WAS ALLOWED TO EXPIRE.) RANA HOPED THAT 
A NEW FIVE YEAR TRADE AND TRANSIT TREATY COULD BE SIGNED IN NEW 
DELHI THIS SEPTEMBER. 

SAXBE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE, AGREEMENTS, DIPLOMATIC NOTES, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NEWDE1 1766 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760309-0538 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760864/aaaaceej.tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUN 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <06 OCT 2004 by vogelfj> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDO-NEPAL TRADE AND TRANSIT TREATY TALKS 
TAGS: ETRD, NP, IN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



